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Which things bave indeed a ſhew of wiſ- 
dom in will-worſhip, and bumility, and 
nepleting of the body, not in any honour 


to the ſatisfying of the fleſh. 


Aint Paul was now a Priſoner at Rome for 
the ſake of the Goſpel, when he wrote 
this Epiſtle to the Coloſſrans, bur his mind 
was at liberty ; And the compals of his 

. thoughts and cares was fo far from being conki- 

{ ned within the Walls of a Priſon, that it reached 


2 not only to the Churches of Aſia planted by him- 


Þ- al, as thoſe of Epheſus and Galatia ; but to thoſe 


which had never ſeen him, as the (Colſians and 


'Z Laodiceans. For, faith he, 1 would-that ye knew Coloſl. 2.1, 


1 what great conflift 1 bave for you, and for them at 


17347 (5 


|) Laodicea , and for as =y as bon not ſeen my face in 
the 


hy 4 . "Mo 4 F) . » , Sew _ '+ ar "* a%Y 4 
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"the fleſh. Had not he mand 


4. 13. 


| with the - 
Churches of Rome and Greece, -and-thole he had 
converſed with in other parts, but he muſt cake 
upon him to interpoſe in the affairs of thoſe 
Churches he had never ſeen ? - Bur ſuch was the 
largeneſs of che Apoſtle's mind , the fervour of 
his Zeal, the extent of his Chariry, that the care 
of all the Churches was upon him ; bur eſpecially 
thoſe which had been planted by his means, al- 
though not by his perſonal endeavours; am 
which, in all probabilicy, this of che (oloſſtans was 


Coloſl. 1. 7. one. For this Epaphras whom St. Paul calls a. faith» 


ful Miniſter of Chriſt to them, was imploy'd as an 
Evangeliſt under him; and marticuterty in the 
Cities of Laodicea, Hierapolis, and Colofſe, which 
were not far diſtant from each other in Phrygia ; 
and for the Churches there ferled, S. Paut reſtiftes, 
that he had a mighty zeal and concernment : 
From whence it aroſe, that hearing of S. Pauls 
Impriſonment at Rome, he reſolves to take a Jour- 
ney thicher ro acquaint him wich the State of 
thoſe Churches, and to delire his Advice and: Di- 
rection in the preſent danger they were in, of be- 
ing ſeduced from the ſimplicity of the Goſpel; by 
the plauſible infinnations of falſe Teachers, who 
pretended to give them a more refined Syſteme 
of Religion, by a compoſition of Law and Gol- 
pel and Philoſophy all rogether. - S. Paul under- 


ſtanding + 
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Randing by him the dangerous circumſtances they 

—_— ___ himſelf was _ 

Fellow«Prifoner wich hum ; as appears by the Epiſtle 

to Philemon , ſent at the ſame time with rye _ Philem. 23. 

he finds-means by-Tychicus and Oneſtmus.ro convey 

this Epiſtle to them.  Wherein by an. admirable 

art of. inſinuation, far above the eloquent exordi- 

uns of the Heathen Orators, he lets them under- 

ſand; how paſſionately he was concerned for 

their welfare ; and what-an Agony he ſuffered in 

his own breaſt for their ſakes, left under ſame 

artificial colours and very fair pretences, they 

ſhould be drawn off from the Loye and Unity 

and Sincerity of che Goſpel, For'after he had:tald 

them what conflift be bad for them that' had not Jeen his 

face m'the fleſh, he immediately adds, that 1c was, 

that their bearts might be comforted, being, knit together Cololl. 2. 

m love, and unto all riches of the full iffſwrance of wader» * ** 
anding, .ta the acknowledgment of the: Myſtery iof God 

and of the Father and of Chriſt. In whon-ore bid-ak the 

treaſures, .of. wiſdom and knowledge. And; when'he 

hath chus ſec torch che excellency and lufficiency 

of the Goſpel ;.:he:then lers fall an intimarioa'of 

his deſign , 'And this I ſay, leſt any man ſhould begwite V- 4 

you with enticing words. Bur leſt they ſhould-ſulpe&t 

from hence that ill offices had been done:rthem, 

and they had been miſrepreſented co S, Paul:;- in 

the next verſe he tells them, that at: that diſtance, 

| he 


| ; 
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be did rejoice, ng their order, and the 
of their fauth in Chriſt. And therefore exhorts L. 
As they had received Chriſt Jeſus the Lord, fo. to walk in 

bim : 4. e. to adhere to that faith which they at 
firlit embraced ; as he explains ic, in the ſeventh 
Verſe. Having thus removed all jealouſy and 
ſuſpicion as to their preſent ſtedfaſtneſs, he doth 
more openly addreſs himſelf to them ; in giving 
them caution againſt the moſt dangerous and de- 
ceitful errours. Beware leſt any man ſpoil you through 
Philoſophy and . vam deceit, the "Tradition of men, 
after the rudiments of t and not after Chriſt. 
Not as though there were the leaſt prejudice to 
Chriſtianity ro- be imagined by mens ſearching 
into the Works of God, or the Nature of: Moral 
Actions, or the digeſting our own thoughts or 
conceptions of things., which is all chat is under- 
ſtood by crue Philolophy ; bur that the Model of 
Religion which they were im ſo much danger of 
being deceived by, was made up, partly of Phi- 
loſophical Precepts, and partly of Jewiſh Tra- 
ditions and ritual Obſervations ; by which the 
falle Teachers endeavoured to corrupt and adul- 
terare the Goſpel of Chriſt. Accordingly inthe fol- 
lowing Diſcourſe, the Apoſtle firſt a againſt 
the -neceſlity of keeping the Ceremonies of - the 
Law,now under the Goſpel, and ſums upthe force 
of it, v. 17. Which are a ſhadow of things to come, = | 

k 
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the body's of ( brift. And having thus difpatched 
ner bl on about the Obligation:of the 
Law of Moſes , he enters upon the debareabour 
other Inventions, which they endeavoured to re- 
I Cn 

(1.) Abour the Worſtnppi , as Media- 
tors between God and wan $frx was an Opi- 
nion then generally received among the corrup- 
ters of Chniftianity , the Gnofticks and Judaizing 
Chriſtians ; - who were not {o vain in their imagj- 
nations, to believe them tobe ſupreme and indepen- 
dent Deities ; for this they ufferly denied ; owning 
one only ſupreme God the Father of all : but they 
chought accels tro him was to be had by the Me- 
diation -of Angels, and therefore they broughe in 
the Wirſbip of them. Barons indeed denies, thas 4. D. 66. 
the Gnofticks introduced any Worſhip of Angels ; but 7,4... 
therein he is juſtly confured 7b . Writers Toner i 
of the Roman Church. For Tertulkan condemns PX _ | 
the Gnofticks for « Magical Service of Hugels ; and Nee. Alex. 
jphanins ſaith, that their impure $acrifices were ſup- 35: "-P-52- 


ed to be offer'd up by Principalities and Powers, to preſeri 


the ſupreme Father of all. Which doth evidently 5.33: , 
prove, that the Gnſticks did give Wqrſhip to An- 2;.5,. ;8.. 
gels as Mediators. And although ws endea- 


vours likewiſe to clear the Cerinthians from this 
guilt (left che Church: of Rome ſhould be found 
to tread in their ſteps) becauſe Cerinthus acknow- —— 
ledged © 


— 
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ledged one ſupreme Power above 


even that Angel which gave the Law as well as 

the reſt, ſince they contended for the neceflary 

obſervation of the Law ? Bur beſides, all the Ju- 

daizing ( hriftians were not followers of Cerinthus, 

there being diflerenc Sefs among they ; as ap- 

pears by Irma, "Epipbanius and others ; ; and Ba- 

ronius himſelf grarits that the Pharifaical Jews of that 

and followmg Ages did Worſhip Angels as the Hoſt of 
Heaven. And the Eſſenshad their Angels of Prayer ;" 
and- made their prayers to the riſmg Sun, whom they 

looked on as on the reſt of the Stars, as animated 

and intelligent Beings. And why the Judaizing Chri- 

ſtians ſhould nor retain their former Superſtitions, 

as well as their acher Traditions and Obſervati- 

ons, I do not underſtand. Eſpecially, ſince Theado- 

ret ſo exprelly affirms, that thoſe who then pleaded for 

the keeping of the Law brought in the Worſhip of Angels, 

which cuſtom, he ſaith, continued a long time m Phry» 

gia and Piſidia ; and at laſt the Council of Laodicea, 

made a Canon againſt praying to Angels. 

Thoſe of the Curch of Rene are (o ſenſible of 
the force of this Teſtimony of T heodoret againſt 
their practice, that they are driven to deſperate 
ſhifts ro avoid it. Bellarmine ſaith, that he ſpeaks 


againſt 


Angels, and becauſe be 
| had a bad Opmion of the Angel which gave the Law ; yet, 


why might not they worfhip» the Angels as Media» + 
tors between that ſupreme Power and them ; and 
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” againſt the Gnoſticks ; whereas Theodoret mentions on- 
th __ were for keeping the Law. Baronius ſaith 
+ in P f 


terms, T heodoret -was miſtaken, and that 
there were no ſuch Hereticks then ; but this is ſogrols, 


"that Bellarmin and others contradict him in it. O- 


thers therefore ſay , that the Worſhip of Angels 
here ſpoken agaiaſt , is the Worſhipping of them as 
Makers of the World. But that-is more than St. 
Paul ſaith, for he ſpeaks againſtthat Worſhip which 
ariſes from Humility, and nothing {þ proper for 
that, as the Worſhipping them as Mediators between 
God and us. - Some think its ores Ayer fo 
ferred before Chriſt, which is likewiſe more t 

the Apoſtle ſaith ; and they who chule other Me- 
diators, by whom God is more acceſſible by us, 
do prefer them in Uſe, though not in- Dignity : O- 


thers, as the Janſensts in their New Teſtament, lay Fanſen. Pre- 


it is, When Angels are ſet up as Mediators in oppoſition _ 


to Chrift ; but that cannot be the Apoſtles mean- 
ing; for then his great buſineſs would have been 
to have proved Chriſt to be the true Mediator, 
and not Angels ; and if any Religious Worſhip of 4n- 
gels had been agreeable with the Chriſtian Do- 
Erine, the Apoſtle would never have thus in ge» 
neral condemned it, but with ſuch reſtriftions 
and limitations as made it to be evil. Therefore 


to avoid theſe difficulties, ſome conclude that by 
the Worſhip of Angels is underſtood fuch a Worſhip 
B as 
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Chryſ. in 1. ny of- St. ( bryſoſtome , St. Hierome , St. Ambroſe, * 


as was introduced by a pretended Revelation of Angels ; 


bur againſt this, we have the concurrent teſtimo- 


Hier. Algaſ- Qecumenius, T heophylaft, who all agree that itis ro 


q- 10, 


be underſtood of the Worſhip given to Angels. So 
impoſſible it is for thole who either give them- 
ſelves, or juſtifie and allow the giving by others, 
any Religions Worſhip to Angels, ro elcape falling 
under the Apoſtles cenſure, of being Seducers 
and corrupting the Goſpel of Chriſt. E 
(2.) Abour ftrifter Abſtinence and greater Severis 
ty of Life. For theſWeducers gave our that the 
Chriſtian Churches were yet very defective in this 
matter : And that there were ſeveral Societies of 
Men, both among the Jews and Heathens, which 
wentvery far beyond them : as the Eſſens, the Py- 
thagoreans, the Gymnoſophiſts and others ; who far 
ourftript the Chriſtians in Watchings and Faſtings, 
in the hard uſage of their Bodies, and atoral abſti- 
nence from Wine and Fleſh, and other lawful Plea- 
fures of Life. On which -account theſe falſe 
Teachers repreſented the Chriſtianity, as yet re- 
ceived in theſe Churches, as too foft and gentle 
an Inſtitution, and nor anſwering the Characer 
that was given of it; but if they had a mind to 
fer it off wich advantage, it would be neceſlary 
for them to take m ſome of the ſtricteſt Precepts 
of thole Saciecies, eſpecially relationg to Meats 


and 
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and Marriage, Touch not , taſte not , handle not : 

which 'they magnified as the greateſt Inſtances of 
J | true Religion, Self-denyal, Humility, Mortifica- 
tion ; without which they deſpiſed the Chriſtian 
Inſticution as a mean and ordinary thing,requiring 
only the belief of lome great things done and 
ſuffered by Jeſus Chriſt in Judea, and the adhering 
thereto till Death, and doing thoſe Offices of Hu- 
manity and Kindneſs to each other, and thoſe 
Duties of _ to God, which all Mankind 
thought fit reaſonable to be done. 

But theſe pretended refiriers of Chriſtianity, 
were not contented with ſuch common things ; 
they muſt ſer up for ſomething ſingular, and ex- 
traordinary ; x4 Epiphanius obſerves of the Gno- xyipb. Her. 
ſticks in the beginning, that they condemned Marri- 23+ p. 63. 
age, and abſtained from Fleſh, that under theſe preten- 
ces they might draw others into their ſnares. And like- 
wile of the Ebionites, one of the Sefts of Judai- Her. 30. p. 
ang ( briſtians, that they carefully abſtained from all '39-. 
Fleſh, and were every day Baptiſed, and celebrated the 
Enchariſt only m Water, for fear of being defiled with 
the taſte of Wine ; wherein they were Rllowed by 
the Encratite, Aquary, and ſeveral others, who 
affeted ſomething out of the way, as a badge of 
more than ordinary SanCtity. And there are 
ſcarce any of thoſe who are mentioned as the Au- 
thors of great Miſchief to the Church, but were 


B 2 remark- 
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remarkable for ſomething of this Nature ; as ap» 
by Marcion, Montanus, Manicheus, Severus, 
and others. And which is obſeryable, this fort 
of ſingularity prevailed no where more, than in 
theſe parts of Phrygia; where the Encratite very 
much encreaſed and continued ſo to do in the 
Epiph. ber. days of Epiphanius. So very little effect had this 
47- P- 339+ wiſe and timely caution, given by the Apoſtle in 
this place, upon thoſe Za were willing to be 

deceived in that, or following Generations. 
Cajetan confeſſes himſelf to ſeek what fort of 
Men thoſe were the Apoſtle diſcourſes againſt ; but it 
ſeems moſt probablero me, that they were a 
ſort of Judaizing Chriſtians , who endeavoured to 
Phile y.876, introduce the Cuſtoms of the Jewiſh Eſſens into the 
Chriſtian Church. For when St. Paul ſpeaks of 
the Jewiſh Cuſtoms he mentions no other, but ſuch 
as were in eſteem among them ; he takes no no- 
tice of Sacrifices which were dileſteemed among 
V. 16. them; But let no man judge you in Meat, which a- 
mong them was only Bread and Salt ; or im Drink, 
which was only Water ; or in reſpett of a Holyday 
Phile p.857,,.07 New Moon, or the Sabbath Days ; which as Philo 
899. relates, they were great obſeryers of. And when he 
ſpeaks of the Cuſtoms they would bring among 
the Chriſtians, they were no other than ſuch as 
were ſtrictly obſerved among them, viz. great 
abſtinence, hard uſage of their Bodies, and ſome Rehi- 
| " ant 


Epiph. p. 42. 
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king Religioſus in the ſenſe of Maſſurius Sabinus, 
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gious Rites with reſpet# to Angels. Concerning 


which che Apoſtle delivers his Judgment two 


© ways. 


1. He grants that theſe things have a ſhew of Wiſe 
dom in them ; i. e. that they make fo good an appear- 


ance to men, as is apt to raiſe an eſteem of thoſe 


perſons in whom it is. Firſt, Becauſe they ſeem 
ro flow from a forwardneſs im Religion, lo I render 
'Eberedproxiie z, which we call Will-worſhip ; but 
that being a thing of an ill Name, doth not fo 


well anſwer to the ſhew of _ ; for what ſhew of 


Wiſdom is there in doing an ill thing ? This is there- 
fore a readinels of Mind to do any thing in Re- 
ligion which men think pleaſing to God, whether 
required by him or not. So Heſychius expounds 
"Edeaobpnoxaa! by "ESeaooifacy ; and 'ESuws by Te” 
ws. And other Greek Words of a like com- 
polition, do imply no more than a voluntary incli- 
nation ; as in 'ESexoSva5/z, Which Plato uſeth for a 
ſervice out of good Will, and free Inclination : "ESex5m- 
yos 18 the ſame with Pio wores and GiAoxivduyes H Xe- 
nophon : And St. Auguſtine obſerves, that in his 
time, a Man that affetted tobe Rich, was called 
Thelo-dives, and he that deſired to be thought Wile 
Thelo-ſapiens ; fo according to this Analogy, a 
Man that would be thought very Religious , 
would then have been called Thelo-Religioſus ; ta- 


and 


Plato Sym. 


Xen. 


Cyr. 
Pad. 2. 
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and not of Nigidius Figulus: ' i. e. in a good, and 
not in a bad ſenſe. And fo 'Ea4:2proxeia, is a 
deſire of appearing more Religious than ordina- 
ry; which is not a thing evil in it ſelf, but de- 


pends on circumſtances. The next is 4 rawyo- 


Perowy, Humility , a Vertue (o graceful, ſo be- . 


coming Mankind, with a reſpect to God and to 
each other, that whateyer makes a Shew of that, 
doth ſo of Wiſdom too. The third is 4 ape os- 
wales, not ſparing the Body, but uſing it with hard- 
ſhip to keep it under. & & mwj mw Tex mhxougr 
7% oapets, Which Words have ſuch a hard- 
nels in their conſtruftion, as hath cauſed great 
variety of interpretations ; which I ſhall not re- 
peat. That which ſeems moſt natural, is, that 
Honour implies a regard to the Body, and fo it on- 
ly explains what was meant by «g«%iz ;.4he ſenſe 
being, not with any regard to the Fleſh for its ſatis- 
faftion : which hath a farther appearance of Wiſs 
dom, not barely in the ſubjection of the =P to 
the Mind ; bur- as it ſeems to argue a Mind ſo 
elevated above the Body, thar ir hath lirtle or no 
regard to the neceſlities of it. 

2. Notwithſtanding all this fair ſhew of Wi/- 
dom, the Apoſtle doth really condemn theſe things 
as not pleaſmg to God, nor ſuitable to the Chriſtian 
Religion. For, 


(1.) He faith they have only a ſhew of = 


dam. >My0, Quoly, 6 repur don ts cxibaus, faich Se. 
ſoſtame, who certainly underſtood the force of 
e Words; the 9bew, ſaith he, not the Power, there- 

fore not the Truth of Wiſdom. Imaginem rationis , bu- 
* maneque ſapintie, jaith Sr. Jerom. onus vx «leurs, 
faith Theodoret ; lo that notwithſtanding the fair 
Shew they make; ' they have no real Wiſdom in 
them. 

(2.) This new way of Worſhip, though it hath 
ſuch a ſpecious ſhew of Devotion and Hwnility ; yer 
it reflefts on.the Honour of Chriſt, as Mediator ; 
and therefore the Apoſtle charges the introducers 


of it, with not holding the Head. 1f the Cerintbi« v. 1g. 


ans did adyance the Angels above Jeſus Chriſty they 
were {o much the more guilty; bur if theſe Ju- 
daizers did only look on . en as nearer and more 
agreeable Mediators to us, yet therein the 

brought a great diſparagement upon him, Gov 
Office it was to be the ſole Mediator between God 
and Men. Mankind was very exculable in com- 
pariſon, for finding our other Mediators, before 
God:had. declared to the World that he had ap- 
pointed his Son to be our only Advocate and Inter- 
ceſſor ; bur tor thoſe who own his Meditorſhip, 
to make choice of others belides Him, is to call 
n queſtion the Wiſdora of the Father, or che Sut- 
ficiency, Intereſt or Kindneſz of the Son.. 1 For if 
God harh appointed him for this end, os 
able 
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able to go through his work, and willing to help 


all that addrels ves to him; what need to 
call in other Aſſiſtants ? yea, what a Diſhonour is 
it for him to ſtand by, and Applications be 
made to them to do that Office, which he was 
appointed alone to diſcharge ? 1 
; (3-) Thele new inventions though never ſo 
plauſible, are a diſparagement to the Goſpel, as 
not containing ſufficient, or at leaſt not the moſt 
ſublime and perfe& directions for Humility and 
Mortification. For our Bleſſed Saviour was ſo far 
from being remarkable for theſe affetted fingula- 
rities, that the freedom and eaſineſs of his con- 
verſation, was a great offence to thoſe who un- 
derſtood little or - nothing of Religion beyond 
theſe things. The Son of Man came eating and 
drinking, and they ſay, Behold a Man Gluttonous, and 
a Wme-bibber, a friend of Publicans and Symers. Not 
that he gave way. to any thing like Luxury, or 
Intemperance, who was the moſt exact pattern 
of all true and real Vertues ; but man 1 they 
ſaw nothing extraordinary as to the ſeverity of 
his Life in theſe Matters, they looked on him 
but as one of the common ſort of men, making 
no appearance of more than uſual Sanctity, as 
to eating and drinking. And when Johns Diſa- 
ples who were bred up with greater auſterity, 
were really offended that Chrifts Diſciples did 


. nor 
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- Hor faſt as they did : our Saviour purs them off 

Þ. with a Parabolical Anſwer ; Can the Children of the ,, 
Bride-chamber faſt , as long as the Bridegroom is with ;,, * 
them? which anſwer might puzzle them more, as 
not underſtanding why faſting ſhould be incon- 
fienc with his —_— Preſence ; yetto let them 

* | ſee that he did not look on Faitng, asa Duty un- 
ſurable ro his Religion , he tells chem, che Days 
would come, ken his Diſciples ſhould have 

their times of Faſting. But the Days will come when 

the Bridegroom ſhall be taken from them, and then ſhall 

they faſt. So that it is not Occaſional or Amiverſary 

Days of Faſting, which are condemned here by 

the Apoſtle, as Will-worſhip, or neglefting the Body ; 

but the impoſing a new and ſeverer courle of Life 

upon Chriſtians, as a way of greater perfeCtion 

of Mortification, than what was required by Chriſt 

or his Apoſtles. This is that which the Apoſtle ,, 

calls being ſubjeft to Ordinances ; and living after the * © 

ommandments and Doftrines of Men. T heodoret ob- 

erves that be doth not mean the Law by this, but the 

unſeaſonable Dofrine of theſe Seducers; and it is e- 

| vident from the foregoing part of the 20. v. 

, | Wherefore if ye be dead with ( _ from the rudiments 

; [of theWorld: i.e. if ye are freed from the Yoke of 

- |the Law, what reaſon is there ye ſhould ſubmit to 

3 [another, which depends only on the Authority 

4 [and invention of Men ? But what then ? Doth 


t C S. Paul 


V. 18. 


S. Paul make it 
Rites appointed by the Church m which we live ? ' By 
no means: For neither doth the Apoſtle ſpeak of 
thoſe who had lawful Authority , bur of Sedu- 
cers ; nor doth he ſpeak of things appointed 
meerly for Order and Decency ; bur of ſuch things 
which are ſuppoſed by the Impolersto have more 
of true Perfettion and 5 anfity in them ; more Hu- 
mility and Mortification ; and conſequently to be 
more pleaſmg to God , than bare obedience to the 
Precepts of (rift and his Apoſtles. Whoever in- 
troduce any ſuch things into the Chriſtian Church, 
and maintain any foch opinions of them, are 
juſtly cenſured by the Apoſtle here, and fall under 
the condemnation of Seducers. 

(4.) Theſe things, whatſoever ſhew of Wiſdom 
and Humility they make, are really the effects of 


Pride and Folh. 


(1.) Of Pride : which appears, 

1. By agreat preſumption of their great Skill 
and Knowledge in the Myſteries of Religion, and 
of what is moſt pleaſing ro God ; Intruding into 
thoſe things which be hath not ſeen, vainly puſt up by his 
fleſhly mind. So that here was a great outward 
appearance of Humility and Mortification ; but 
within nothing but Pride and YVaniry. It hath been 
long oblerved, that thoſe who ſtrive to exceed 


others in the ourward ſhews and appearances of 
Humuluy 
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unlawful to ſubmit to any Orders or + 
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Humility and neglef of the Body, have been moſt li- 
able tothe Temptations of Sp ritual Pride'; i;2. to'a 
high opinion ot chemſelves, and a conternpr of 0+ 
thers; whichthey have mani{eſted by an invin- 
cible ſlifine(s in maintaining their own opinions; a 
readineſs to 'impole them upon others ; andirm- 
patience of contradiction from any, * '' 

2. By an affectation of greater Humility, thin 
appears in others. Theſe Seducers, we Tx 
tended to nothing more than Humility ir Wor- 
ſup of Suge was from Flumility; gn negle#F of the 
Body tr om Fiumility too : they made {o — ſhew 
of ir, as gave reaſon to ſuſpet Pride lay at the 
botrom. For it is more real Humilityto/be con- 
rented to be thought Proud unjuſtly, than to la- 
| bour for ſuch an opinion of more than ordinary 
Humility , as thele Seducers did. 

(3 Of Folly; in cy 
1 . In placing the main. of their Religion in 
F Figs that would not bear the weight of ir, which 
, | he Apoſtle intimates in thole Words, Which all 
is | ©e to periſh with the uſmg : 4. e. as the Greek I v. 22. 
q | ferpreters explain it, the matters of eating and drink- Lulirgs 
1t | 91g are no ſuch great things, that ſo much ado ſhould be 
in | Made about them. For as our Saviour faith, Not Matt. 15. 
4 | that which goerh into the Mouth defileth a Mm; —— 
of 
iy 


it goeth mto the Belly, and is caſt out mto the draught: 
And therefore ſaich the Apoſtle, The Kingdom of _—_ 14- 
C 2 God 
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| God isnat Meat and Drink, but Righteouſneſs and Peace, © 
and Joy. in the Holy Ghoſt ; for be that in theſe things 
ſerveth Cbriſt, is acceptable to God , | and approved of 
Men. 


2. In ſuppoling the following their own Irven- 
tions to- be more plealing to God, - than the obſer- 
ving his vwn. Commands. . For this ſeeras to be 

> at the bottom of all ; theſe Seducers made noque- 
ſion, but they had found out ways much more 
pleaſing to God, than thoſe which were in - com-- 
and practice in the Chriſtian Church- 
es. So that which is called here Efenadpnoxcigy 
is by the Latins rendered i” Superſtitione : 4. e. 
in. an- opinion, of pleaſing God by ſome par- 
ticular Rites of their own ; in making much of 
their Religion to lye in forbearing lome things 
and doing others, which God never required, 
and are made no parts of, the Chriſtian Religion 
by Chriſt or his Apoſtles. So - that here are 
ewo parts of the Superſtition here ſpoken of. 

1. Forbearing fome things as unlawful, which 
God never made unlawful by any prohibition, 
Touch not, taſte not, handle not. The root of their 
Superſtition did not lie, as ſome imagin, in ſup- 
poſmg the things which they did forbear as in themſelves 
abominable, as ſome Hereticks did ; but in an opini- 
on, that God would be ſo much pleaſed with 
the meer torbearance of them, that thoſe whe 

deſig 
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deſign to pleaſe God, were bouad to abſtain trom 
* them, alchough he had never forbidden them. 
And there is a material difference between thele 
three things. (1.) Abſtaining from things as in 
| themſelves unlawful to be uſed. (2.) Preterring 
the Abſtinence before the Ule, on ſome 
particular Seaſons and Occafions. (3.) Maki 
p the forbearance of them as unlawful don 
: not forbidden) as neceſflary to the pleaſing of 
Pp: God. There were ſuch who did utterly for- 
| bid the uſe of Marriage and Meats, of whom 
, the Apoſtle ſpeaks, 1 Tim. 4. 3- And the 
Chriſtian Church, as S. Auguſtme obſerves, doth 
P not fall under this cenſure of the Apoſtle, when 
f in ſome caſes it prefers Abſtinence from both. 
Zs Ile probibet, (aith he , qui hoc malum eſſe dicit, non Aug. c. 
qui buic bono, alind melius anteponit. But yet there F*##-1- 3c. 
n _—_ a Superſtitions Abſtmence, without that Su- 
rc perſticious opinion ; or elſe the Chriſtian Church 
had no reaſon to conderan the Abſtmence of the 
ch Montaniſts, who, as Tertullian pleads tor them, ut- 7;,.. 44 7. 
n, terly rejefted that opinion. Neither was it meerly «- 15. | 
Ir becauſe Montanus wanted Authority to make Laws 
p* of Abſtinence. Bur Tertwlliay acquaints us with o- 
Pe ther arguments againſt ir, chiefly from-the unſuitable- 
nt neſs of it to the deſign of Chriſtianity. And toim- 
poſe ſuch Abſtinence as neceſlary to- the pleaſing 
God, is that- which the Church condemned- in 
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Montanus; and the believing it 15 a Superſtitious opini- 
on; though of another ſort from thac wh ch made 
the Uſe of them in it felf unlawful. For they did 
it upon an extravagant fancy, that no living Crea- 
tures were of Gods makmg ," but were produced by ſome 
other powers in oppoſi.ton to him ;, as appears by the 
Gnoſticks, the Marcioniſts, the Manichees, and the 
Erratite. But the lame realon could not hold as 
to thoſe Judaizing Chriſtians , who believed the 
World and all hving Creatures were produced 

.l. 1. by the Power of God. For Irenw (aith, that the 

626: Ebionites did bold that God:was the Maker of the World; 
and therein they diffcr'd from the Cerathians, as 
well as in ſome other opinions ; yet theſe Ebionites 
pretended to be ( briſtians, and wiverſa'ly abſtained 
Epiph. her. from Fleſh, as [ piphantus faith : not that they had 
 $*F-139+ any realon to account Fleſh abominable ; bur 
they had learnt from the &fſens to abſtain from 
it, and thonghe it greater Santtaty Io to do. 

2. Their Superſt«ion did lie in ſuppoſing that 
God would be mightily pleaſed with their doing 
ſome things of their own invention, as the Worſhip 
of Angels was; which was ſo far from being com- 
manded by God in the Law of Moſes, that they 
had thence many arguments againſt it : bur not- 
withſtanding they thought there was ſo much 
of Humility and Complement to God Almighty in it, 
that he coul. not but be very much pleaſed with 
| ic, 
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it. And when men lay a great weight of Reli- 
gion upon domy or forbearing things, neither com- 
manded nor forbiddea by the Law of God, that 
is ſo far from being a pleafting Worſhip of God, 


that it deſerves no other name bur that of Superſ- 


pe 

tion and Will-worſhip ; as they do imply a ſhew of Wiſe 
dom, without the Truth and Power of it. 

But here ariſes the main difficulty; * How ſhall 
« we put a difference between what is pleaſing to 
«* God, and what is not ; or between true Religion 
«* and Superſtition ? For fince the Apoltle implies 
« that ſome things may have a ſhew of Wiſdom in 
« them, i. e. may ſeem pleaſing toGod, which are 
* notſo; and other things may be more pleaſing 
* ro God, which do not make ſuch a ſhew of Wiſ- 
« domto Men ; it ſeemsto be a matter of as great 
« difhculty as concernment to us, to underitand 


«the juſt and true bounds berween Religions and 
* Superſtitions Worſhip. 


This is an enquiry of ſo great moment and con» - 


ſequence, for the eaſing our minds of many trou- 
ble ome doubrsand fears,and ferling in them a true 
notion of Religion; that I ſhall from hence apply 
my ſelf to tl'e conſideration of the rue difference 
berween the reaſorzable Wor ſhip of God, and Superſtition. 
Superſtition 1n the general, is nothing elle but 
an wunpleaſmg Worſhip of God. 1 do nor ſpeak of 
that Wor) ip which relates to a falſe objefF ; which 
is 


. - 
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is more properly Idolatry ; but when that Wor- 

ſhip. is ultimately referred to a true Objeft, as 

in the Worſhip of Angels as Mediators, then it is Su- 
perſtition too ; it being an undue way of giving 
Worſhip to the true God. 1 ſhall not trouble my 
ſelf with an enquiry into the Erymology of the 
words in Greek or Latin, it being well obſeryed 

Ag: 2. 2.9. by Aquinas, that-in this matter we are not ſo much to 

92+ obſerve the Etymology of Superſtition, as the uſe of the 
Word. And that hath been different according to 
mens notions concerning Religion. 

Thoſe who believed no God at all,or at leaſt no 
Providence, accounted all Religion to be nothing 
but Superſtition. And it is a weak and filly Apo- 

Tan. Eabr. ogy a late Commentator on Lucretius makes for his 
: Net-p. 294 ſaying, ſo much miſchief hath been done by Religion ; 
; by Religion, faith he, he meant Superſtition ; for he 
accounted all Religion to be nothing elſe but Su- 

| perſtition. And thoſe'in our Age, who can find 
Leviath. ch. no other diflerence between them ; but that one is 
6.ch. 11. allowed, and the other not ; or one is what we like,- and 
the other what we diſlike ; do deſtroy any real dif- 
ference berween them ; and make only Religion a 
Superſtition in faſhion ; and Superſtition a Religion out 
of faſhion. Whereas if there be a God and Pro- 
vidence, there muſt be ſuch a thing as true Rel:- 
on : 1. e, there ought to be ſome As in us a- 
greeable to the Conceptions we have of the Di- 
vine 
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vine Nature. For, His Majeſty and Power re- 
quires' our. Fear ; not an amazing, confounding, 
unaccountable Fear , ariſing from a perplexity 
and diſorder of our imaginations; but a juſt, 
reaſonable , prudent Fear , ſpringing from our 
moſt ſerious thoughts and Fas. 6-rwation 
of things. For, if ic be impoſſible for any thinking 
man to ſatishe himſelf in the train of Cauſes, but 
he come to this thought at laſt, that there is ſome 
ur whereof there is — fa Cauſe, but is = 
nal ; which is that we call God ; then it.is impoſſible 
if this man-purſues his own' thoughts, bur the 
firſt Conſequence from hence will be, that if chis 
God be the firſt cauſe of all things , his Power and 
Majeſty is ſo great, as to command a due Reve- 
rence and , Fear from us bis Creatures. This is 
notſuch a Fear as Men have mn a ſtorm, or When « 
ſudden calamity ſeizgth upon them, which makes them. at 
their wits end, and to run they know not whither for 
preſent belp ; bur it is a ſertled, calm, compoſed 
temper of mind ; a Fear without conſternation ; 
an Awe and Reverence of the Divine Majeſty, 
without -terrour and-aftoniſhment, For ,- as the 

ighty. Power of God begets fear in us, fo'the 
infinite Goodneſs and Wiſdom of God, not only 
keep up mens minds from ſinking into .ſlaviſh 
Fear,and horrible deſpair; but fillschem-with com- 
fortable hopes, and-a patient and. humble w_ 
= Wh D 
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of 'Meti. 
| Bar becauſe it rends tothe honour of our Ma- 


ker, and the inci one another ro As of - 
Piety and Devotion, that this inward: ſenſe of 
our 'b6-expreſſed by ſuch external Aﬀi- 


ons as ate agrezabletheteto, from thence” came 
che necefiity of 'the publick Offices of Religion, 
wherein we offer /up'our Prayers and Prailes. to 
che Divine bor: mos Bonde vw of out 
OT ITY we'have , of ot 
are, or hope And there is nothing in all 
chis, "bur whar is highly juſt and realonable, and 
this is tyae-natiar ol Religion. 
- Burchen we cannot deny, ttarnhere is oo 
t a natural pronenefs in Mankind to Super 
Go For, wh wa cence ik ew 
prehenſion of 4 Deiry , En are conſcious to 
themlelyes that they ded him ; the ve- 
ry choug thoughts of him ow Ts name bo-tham; 
ethey would be glul to believe there were 
none at. all', and' give all the advantage to A- 
cheiſtical ObjeQtions which 2 willing mind can 
do: And as Plutarch obſerves of 
Men, One + if they wrt. But find- 
an inward and: an impoſſi- 
on kj er the fears of 4 Dety-; the 


nexc 


* * make immediate 


ofcheir Gods. For, the firſt effect; of Super 
tiow, on: Mens minds, was; thatthey kann 
Applications to the Supreme = 
as being too great and powerful for then: there- 
fore they pirched on ſome inferiour Beings to me; 
diate, a to offer up their Devotions aad Sacri- 
fices to him, whom they thought it too:great pre- 
ſumption to.2pproach. When thus jan.1n 
the moſt proper ſenile of &uiuuucyia bad ina great 
_—_ lupplanted- trut Religion in the World ; 
oceeded to find our fuch ways and me- 

bak Worſhip, as-th ey chought whilld beaaef 
pleaſing ro-theſe -foriour Deiles They ere&ed 
Temples and Alrarstothem, and ſer out their Ima- 
ges with all che Art and Splendor they were ca- 
pable of ; and extracxdinary Occaſions they 
were carried with wonderful Pomp and Solenani- 
ty through the Streers, all Orders of Men atrend- 
ing them with Supplications and Prayers and colt- 
by Sacrifices to averr their Wrath Diſpleaſure. 
_ I” don m___ 
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find out what Sacrifices would pleaſe them beſt; 
if they fancied ir muſt be ſomething 'very dear 
and precious to them , they ſtuck not at offer; 
up their yery children to appeaſe them ; 
contrived by loud Muſick to ſtop their ears from 
hearing the hideous cries of their Children while 
they were" roaſting in che flames. . And in their 
ordinary Sacrifices, they were extremely ſcru- 
pulous, leſt any ſpot or blemiſh, or number, or 
unkic ſeaſon, or ſo much as colour ſhould be diſ- 
pleaſing to the Gods they offered them to : ſome 
muſt have white and uneven ; others black and 
even ſacrifices; ſome mult have their Sacrifices of- 
ferd at the riſing, ſome art the ſetting of the Sun ; 
ſome muſt have one ſort of Beaſts, and ſome a- 
nother ; and ſome noleſs than Mans fleſh would 
fatisfy ; which inhumane Sacrifices, on ſome oc- 
caſions, did almoſt univerſally obtain , before 
the Chriſtian Religion prevailed in the World. 
But again, other Deities were preſumed to be ſo 
nice and {queamiſh, that nothing was to be offered 
them but Milk, and Wine, and Honey, and ſome 
Fruits of the Earth. Ir were infinite to relate the 
Rites and Cuſtoms of their Sacrifices, and all the 
ways they uſed to pleafe their Gods, and to find 
out whether they were pleaſed or not ; by the po- 
ſture,the tongue, theentrails of their ; by the 
flying of Birds, the feeding of Chickens, the fall- 
| ing 
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ing of a ſtaff, the holes of a fieve, &c. and in- 
numerable ways of Divination, by which they 
fAarcer'd themſelves that they u ood the good 
Will and Pleaſure of cheir Gods,. which did noc 
ſo much farisfy their curioſity, as fill chem with 
perpecual fears, and oppreſs them with the hor- 
rible Bondage of Superſtition ; which exalted al- 
moſt every thing to the honour of a Deity, and 
made themſelves miſerable by ſeeking to pleaſe 
them. 

Bur although this were the deplorable ſtate of 
Mankind, forſaken of God and left ro their own 
inventions; yet ſuch is the weaknels and folly of 
Men, that when God himſelf had given a Lawto 
the [ſraelites to regulate their Worſhip, with as 
much condeſcenſion to their weakneſs, -as the 
Wiſdom of his Laws would permit ; yet ſo great 
was the Witchcraft of 419 £2 that they were 
always almoſt hankering atcer the-Dotage of their 
neighbour Nations. And although they often 
ſmarted ſeverely for it; yet the rod was no ſoor- 
er off, but they were ready to. return to their for- 
mer Superſtitious vanities, and were lo obſtinately 
bear upon them , that nothing could '-move 
them ; not their former experience ; not the'un- 
reaſonableneſs of the thing ; not the terrible de- 
nunciations of Gods heavy judgmgnts againſt 
them ; till at laſt, when there was no _ 
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the whole People were carried into Captivity ; 
from- whence | the greateſt part neyer returned, 
and their very 'memory'is loſt by a mixture with 
ether Nations. | Thoſe who returned ,- have 
been ſo wile ever ſince, as to abhor that provok- 
ing fin of HMolatry ; which their Anceſtors ſuffered 
{ſo much for : bur by degrees they fell into other 
kinds of Superſtitions. For it was thought a mean 
thing among them to. keep to the Law; but the 
Traditions of their Elders were looked upon as pre- 
cious-things-; and happy was the Man that was 
firicteſt in che oblervance of them, Their fre- 
quent Waſhings, their . additional Faſtings and 
Prayers, their Garments, their Poſtures, their ve- 
ry Looks had fuch an appearance of Sandtiry a- 
bove other Mens ; that a man who kept only to 
the Law, was of no regard or eſteem for Piety 
and Devotion. w_, 

: This was the ſtate of Relgio among the Jews 
when Chriſt appeared, who laid open the fop- 
pery and hypocrifie of theſe great pretenders to 
extraordinary San&tity. He direfted men to the 
love of God and their.Neigbbowrs, as the main fub- 
Rantial-parcs of trxe Religion. Andrnext to his 
making a propiriation for the ſins of Mankind by 
the Sacrifice of himſelf, his great end was to re- 
ſtore true Religion ro-the World, which had been 
fo long. buried \under the heap of es Fn 
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| Ad there needed ſo great an Authority a3 his 


was, 'to aſſure Mankind', that nothing was''ſo 
pleaſing and'acceptable 6 God, as bed Pi- 

ety, and univerſal Goodneſs ; which gompre- 
hends under it all the Duties of CORY 
Righteouſneſs and Charity-''' And-it is otje 
Argument of the! Revvidenes of God watching 
over his Church, that he hath cauſed the Diſcour 
ſes of our Bleſſed Savinuy ro be preſerved 'by'the 
Writings of the Evangeliſts , without which iri 
likelihood, ' the Chtiftiah Religion” had beer? 
long lince loſt in the World. ' For the Chri- 
ftians who corrupred Chriſtianity; had repreſented 
Se. Peter as fo favonrablets then 3\ and fo miſ 
reprelented-Se.'Panl z that imleſs Chirifts Dodrine 
had beer” preſerved in his owii words, and that 
by the concurrent Teſtimony of different Wri- 
ers, the'Chriſtian Religion had preſerved rele 
mote than jrs rare in'the Workd. 

' And yer with alt chis advantage , ſich was 
ſtill the dhe of Mankind for their own Iven- 
tions, that even under the Apoſtles eyes, molt'of 
the Churches began ro be nora theſe cor- 
ruptions ; partly by the Fuds wot ms and 
part ks ke bendhtrymaa w— 
But a in ſomething new and Pq 
riotis, and a th God, rhan'the dull 
and common way of Faith and: Obedience. —_ 
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the 
plied, and any; new pretence to Revelations and 
Myſteries, eſpecially | joined - with greater 
Abſtinence and ſeverity of Life, took wondertully a- 
mong weak and injudicious Chriſtians, and made 
them apt to deſpiſe the Churches Devotions, as too 
cold and flat, and not having that Life and rj 
that Striftneſs and Auſteriry which a 
mong, the new ma What d —_— 
on this account did the Spirit of Montanus give to 
the. Churches of Phrygia,  Galatia,: and Cappadocia ? 
e meer pretence to Revelation had never done 
it, bad it nor been for the ftricter Laws of Faſt- 
mg and Mortification, and greater Seyerity of Di- 
ſcipline-than was uſed in the Cazholick Church. 
It was this which made Tertullian ſwallow. the bait 
he had deſpiſed before ; and the force of all his Ar- 
guments againſt che Church i is,. ;we are ſtrifter 
chan you. Bur notwithſtanding all theſe pre CES, 
the Chriſtian Church till kepe 3 ic ſelf wichin its 
bounds, making nothing neceſlary to Salvation, 
but what Chriſt and, his Apoſtles had made (o ; 


yet jecommending the Prattice of Faſting, as there | 


were juſt Occaſions, eſpecially before the great ſo- 
lemnity of Eaſter ; wherein both the Sacraments 
were, agdmini with more than ordinary De- 
wetion, and rhe Penitents reconciled to the Comm: 

nion of the Church. 


Apoſtles deceaſs,, the corruptions "al multi | 
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© "If we look at this day into the ſtate of the 
Chriſtian World ; how great a part of it is relap-. 
ſed into almoſt Heathen Superſtitions , in the Wor- 
ſhip of Images , and Saints, and Angels as Media» 
tors ? and no great difference in the outward So- 
lemanities and Proceſlions, ſave that their Sacrifices 
are turned into a ( onſecrated Wafer, which is car- 
ried in Proceſſion, as the Heathen Gods were wont 
to be. Iris true, there are great pretences to 
Will-wor ſhip, and Humility, and neglefting the Body 
in ſeveral Orders of Men; and thoſe are looked 
,on as ways of greater perfeftion, than living in the 
World, and doing good in it. Which we have 
no reaſon to think able to the Dodrine of 
Chriſt or our Apoſtle here. Bur where there is 
not only Sanity and Merit, placed in ſuch obſer- 
vations, bur $ ation too , they flatly contra- 
di&t S* Paul ; for ifthar be true, theſe things have 
far more than the ſhew of Wiſdom; for what wiſer 
thing can any man do, than not only to provide 
for Ris own Salyation, but for others too ? 


| 

b 

; In the Eaſtern Churches,the beſt part,l fear,of their 

© | remaining Chriſtianity, lies inthe ſtrict obſ(erv- 

- | ing the ” and Feaſts of the Church. They 

's | mightily deſpiſe the Faſting praftiſed in the Ro- 

e* | man Church, as not deſerving the name of Faſting, 

k&- |. becauſeithey end it at noon, and allow Wine 

and Fiſh for their repaſts. ' Although ir is ſaid 
E that 
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Mich. Nas. that of late the Greeks break the Ririt Faſt at nm; 
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260, but in St. Chry/. and I. Baſuls time they 
de ed it no Faſt wherein they did not totally abſtain till-night, 
=.6. The more Eaſtern Chriſtians allow neicher Fiſh, 
An- nor Wine, nor Oyl in their Lents, and they keep more 


account» 


tioch, in the Year than the Latm-Church *. 


* . Fob. Ludolph. Hiſt. /Ethi- 
pic. 1. 3.c. 6.n. $i. Thom. 4 
Feſu de Converſ. onminm Gent. 
LL7.6. 18. Cotovic. Itiner. Hi- 
eroſolymit. & Syriac. p. 207. 
F ooh . Quetifm. Tere 
Sanfte |. 1. ©. 53, 54 55, 56, 
$7, 58. Euftrat. Zialouhks de 
ver we ; ip * 

. Critopul.c. 18. Hand ſci 
_ HMethodins Greens ( _ 
. Nan. in . Grece ef- 


ne Maronitana quidem, qua tors 
veſtra eſt, conſentiat. Fejunatis 
fabbato, feria 4. Non abſtinetis 
ab eſu Carnium ;, piſces, & qui- 
buſdam in locis, lafticinia, 
drageſimali tempore comedatis , 
ſobuutis mer idie yejuniam,, &c. 


fons to judge of their own 
times, manner and 
ing the Faſt on good Friday or the true, 


In the Church of England, 
which approachech neareſt of 
any in the World to the Pri- 
mitive Church, the Duty of Faſting 
is recommended upon its true 
Grounds, not as though there 
were any ar Sanftity or 
Merit in it , which are Superſtiti- 
ous Conceits, but to keep the 


Body in Subjection to the Spirit. 
It lays no ſnares upon the Con» 


;s ſciences of Men ; it gives no 


Countenanceto hypocritical pre- 
rences to Faſting ; bur ic ſers be- 
fore us the example and practice 


ju of the Primitive Church, and ac- 


cording to the temper and Mo- 
deration then uſed, leaves per- 

th, occaſions, 
degrees of Faſt; EXCEPpt- 
chal Faſt 


(which ſome kept longer than others) which Ter- 


tullian 
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alles faich, war meieſall verfally obſerved" by the Chriſtian De 76s c.2. 
and bad bee feerhe 


<>, as a neceſſary Faſt, 
| rater px times a greater liber- 


ty was allowed, | 
Laxus ac liber modus abftinend; Hin. 54. ad Marcel. Ang. 
Poniqur cunftis ; neque nos Joverus - ©: Fau Mericdl 30-6: 5.04 
Terror impellit ; ſua quemque cogit © E-xpoſ. fides Cath. n. 23. Sor. l 
velle Poteſtas. $.*<. 22. Fitter. Antioch. in 
Marc:2.. Caſſiev. Coll. 21.c.30, 
Yeteven this Church, that is fo wiſe, fo moderare; 
cannot eſcape the charge of Will-worſhip and $#- 
perſtition, for the Orders. that are oblerved- in it. 
Bur whereinis it that we areliable co this-charge ? 
Do we make the Orders of the Church any pa#ts' of 
our Religion > Or think that God is any ocher- 
wile diſpleaſed with others violation of them, 
than as it argues a froward, reſtleſs, unpeaceable 
Spirit ? But'whar is ic then ? Ged, ſay they, hath 
wot commanded theſe thongs, therefore they are Will-wors 
and Saver fe: 
Phi nu 0bjeftion, which for the honour of 
our Church I muſt remove, before I proceed to 
what remains. The true Cale among us is this, 
The Church appoints ſuch Orders to be obſerved in 
it, which have no expreſs command in Scripture ; 
lome utterly refuſe them as wmlawful, though no 
where forbidden in Scripture ; the Queſtion is, 
E z Whether 


be Nature of Supe 


' Wherher of theſe two ſorts, oe whe practiſe 
according to theſe Orders, or thoſe who utterly 
refuſe, are liable to the p {a of Will-wor ſhip and 
Superſtition SÞ 

To clear this, we muſt ſtate the notion of 
Will-wor ſhip and Superſtition as they are here uſed 
ty Apoſtle, and then apply it to the preſent 


(1.) Will-worſhip | have ſhew'd, is nothing but 
a forwardneſs to do ſomething that relates to the 
prong of God ; and is Giid by the Apoltle to 

ve « ſhew of Wiſdom, and haned can be no 
more ey init ay han Humility, or neglefting the 
Body ; but wherher it be good or evil is to be de- 
termin'd by circuraſtances. 

(2.) Thoſe circumſtances which make it ill 
are, when men make thoſe things a part of their 
Religion, which God hath neither commanded 

nor forbidden ; and think God is pleaſed with 

their meer doing or abſtaining from doing them, 

—— this is true any” uperſtition. For there are two 
things neceſſary to the Notion of it. 

4 That the matter about which it is con- 
verlant relate to the plea Superſtition 1 
- grant, hath been d cg bi wr gre 

+ him, for a dreadful apprehenſion of the Deity ; 
bur that is rather the foundation of Superſtition, than 
the definition of it. For a Superfiiious ou 
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doth both think God to be angry without juſt 
cauſe, and beyond reaſon ; and to be pleaſed a- 
gain without reaſon. If he thought God inex- 
orable upon his Diſpleaſure, he muſt preſently 
deſpair ; but becauſe he thinks he may be eaſily 
pleaſed again, therefore he bethinks himſelf in 
what way he may beſt do it; and fo deviſes ſe- 
veral ways of his own, and uſeth any means 
ſuggeſted by others, though never fo unreaſon- 
able in themſelves, in hopes to pleaſe God by 
them. Thence Plutarch mentions ſuch Mens, 

aus Tpooxuyions, uncouth ways of Worſhip ; and 
he obſerves, that at the ſame time, onaxavay & 
aodwpioy, they rg and reproach God ; they chink 
unworthily of him, as of one that is wuziaures Ve- 
ry eaſily provoked ; and yet that he is &udlzGoazs, as 
eaſily changed ; and that is the reaſon why a Su- 


| perſticious fear purs men upon finding out any 


ways and methods to pleaſe him, though never 
ſo unreaſonable ; for they looking upon God as 
a peeviſh, angry, humourfome Being, they have 
no certain Rule to judge what will pleaſe him, 
and therefore follow their own fancy and imagi- 
nation abour it. 

2. That they be miſtaken in their judgment 
concerning what they believe to be pleaſing to 
God, that is, that they judge that to be ſo, which 
really is not. So Superſtition is an excels or over- 

doing 
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doing in the marter of Worſhip ; that which 


doth modwum cultus ſuperftare & excedere, 
Veſſ. Erym. faith Voſfuas ;\ which Etymology be thinks much ber- 


Cic. 1. 1.4 ter than any other. Cicero ſaith, that Religion is 
_ prus cultus, { wor Plgrcagradier rm. 94 
one is a reaſonable, the other an 
Worſhip. So A. Gellus ſaith, it 15 mepta C7 tmpor 
tuna Religio; a fooliſh and troubleſome Reli 
Feſt v. Reli- Feſtus applies it to choſe thi s which are jv 
gioſ preter morem Civitatis Cuſtom preſcrib- 
- by Law. As of the Church of Rome do, 
dias agdiatibecemad of A Church ; 
and ſo not faſting upon Saturdays, and faſting up- 
on Sundays are both Superſtitious in their account ; 
bur all che Trumpery of the Maſs, and Follies of 
their Worſhip are by no means Superſtitions, be+ 
cauſe required by the Church. Which however 
helps us with a good argument to- prove that the 
Worſhip of bnages Samts, and Angels are re- 
ired by rhex, Church ; or elle by their own con- 
Aq -_ -Þ n they mult be Superſtitions. But their Di- 
3. re. ;, Vines do all agree with Aquinas, that men may be 
Luilty of Superſtition in the Worſhip of the true God ; 
1. &. When men make choice of ſomethi or wr 
Suarez. de reaſonable to expreſs their Worſhip of God. And Sua- 
Ret. 3-4: rex quotes Cajetan,, as allowing this Text to be 
extended to all Superititions Worſhip not founded in 


rh egſm. And Cajetan upon the place fab, 
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that although they have a ſhew of Wiſdom ; yer 
not-#n any honour, Gl he, 4. 6. they deſerve no foam, 
being only for the ſatisfying of the fleſh: i. e. of a car- 
nal deſire as to theſe external obſervations. 

(3.) The Superſtition here condemned, lay in 
the ſup to- be pleaſed with the for- 
bearance of lawful things; touch not , taſte not, 
. handle not. Which it we underſtand either of 
Meats or Marriage, was a forbearance of things 
in themſelves lawful ; but they ſuppoled God 
would be far better pleaſed with their forbearance 
of them. I donor lay, it Ss tm any 
man to abſtain from doing what he apprehends 
to be unlawful by vertue of a general command : 
For that is a Moral Duty, and obedience tothoſe 
places of Scripture which bid us abſtain from all 
kind and appearance of evil. But yet it is plain 
here was a Negative Superſtition in the forbearance 
of lawful things : And fo it was mi the diſpute 
berween Chriſt and the Phariſees about beals 
the Sabbath Day ; thought ic unla 
Chriſt declares it to be lawful to do good on the 
Re Pho m—_— poſitive obſervance 
On ſees part ; Yet was Superſtition in 
them ; and therefore the true nocion jj nr 
tion doth extend to the forbearance of things in 
themſelves lawful as d ro God. 

But how ſhall we know , when ſuck a for- 


bearance is Superſtitions By 


Cn 


on att. 12. 
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By theſe Rules : - 1s waa 
1. If ſuch a forbearance be thought to bri 


ſome ſpecial honowy to God. For then, | even Dr. 
FreſtSuit,p. Ames himſelf grants it to be Superitition, to abſtain 


IGL. 


from lawful things though accounted unlawful by the Per» 
ſons who abſtam ; when ſome ſingular ſervice and ho- 
nour is by that abſtinence intended: For then he grants 
it to be a kind of (eremonious Worſhip. The que- 
ſtion then is, when this caſe happens ; for our 
Abſtinence from Popiſh or Mabumetan Superſtitions, 
is not any ſpecial A&t of Service, or Honowr to 
God. But if we lived where thoſe As of War- 
ſhip were required by lawful Authority ; and we 
refuſed to comply with them, that would be a 
ſpecial A& of Honour and Worſhip to God; it be- 
ing a declarationof our Minds, that we thought 
God diſhonoured by ſuch As, and erdierd 
durſt not comply with them. It was once a 
great Queſtion among the Papiſts, whether they 
might lawfully come to our Churches, or not ; 
ws if not to our Prayers and Sacraments, yet to 
our Sermons, to avoid the ſevere Penalties of 
the Laws. And after great debate both by a Commi- 
ttee of the Council of Trent, and afterwards at Rome ; 
it was reſolved in the Negative, upon this Reaſon, 
becauſe in our Circumſtances, it was ſignum di- 
ſtinftivum cultits, a mark of diſtin&tion as to Reli- 
gious Worſhip, and therefore it ' was an A of yo. 
cia 
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ciaF honour and ſervice to God to forbear. To 
abſtzin, from*pouring our Wine, and chrowin 
lacenſe in the fire, isin it ſelf no At of Worſhip ; 
but when the Heathen Empetours commanded 
the Chriſtians to do it, in token of compliance 
with their Religion; their abſtaining chen from 
it, was a ſingular A& of Worſhip ro God. So 
in the preſent Caſe, when men are required by 
lawful Authority, to do things which in them- 
ſelves are lawful, to teſtihetheir union and conjun- 
ion with us in Religion ; their refuſal in this 
Caſe is a ſpecial 4# of Worſhip; and being with» 
out Ground, is nothing elſe but Superſtition. 

2. When men value and eſteem themſelves 
as rriore holy and more in the favour of God on 
the' account of ſuch forbearance. As the Phant- 
ſees did on the account of their Traditions, who 
believed that God had no ſuch people upon 
Earth' as they were ; and deſpiſed others who 
wete far nearer to the Kingdom of God than 
themlelves,as mere Publicans and Sinners, And ic 
is very natural co Mankind to fet a great value up- 
on themſelves, for the ſake of their affetted ſin- 
gularities in Religion ; and in a tranſport of pride 
and vanity, to tell God himſelf, as the Phariſee 
did; That they are not like other Mew : But this is 2 
certain ſign, whatfoever they pretend, that they 
look on the forbearance of the things w_ o- 

| F others 
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thers do, REIN and if they do lo, 
it is undoubtedly Superſtition. For, on this ground 
we charge the Papiſts with Superſtition in their (e- 
remonies, becauſe they place holineſs in them. le 
is true, they lay they are the laſtruments to convey 
ſome degrees of holineſs to- themr; bur this 
makes no material difference ; for thoſe who ac- 
count themſelves more in God's eſteem for the 
fake of ſuch things, do attribute ſome real effica- 
cy to ſuch diſtin&tive CharaRers of themſelves, as 
to the obtaining the favour of God. 

3- When they forbear neceſſary Duties of Re- 
ligion rather than comply wich others in lawtul 
things, as Communion with the Church they live 
in, in Prayers and Sacraments : which cannot be 
denied to be neceſlary Duties; but if men reſolve 
rather toforbear theſe, than to join in ſuch Cere- 
monies and Prayers as do accompany the yorlon: 
mance of them, it is a ſign they prefer the follow- 
ing their own imaginations before the joining in 
Communion with the Church in the moſt unque- 
ftionable Duties of Religion : As in the Cale of 
the Encratite of old, who thought it unlawful to 
taſte of Wine ; and therefore refuſed to commu- 


 nicate in the Euchariſt, unleſs they might have ic 


in Water alone. . Was not this a great Superſtition 

in them, rather to forbear na wes 

the Church, than nocto oblervetheir own fancy 
in 
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n what they thought moſt plealing to God, as to 
the manner of doing it ? 
. Now to apply thisto our own Cale, 

We are blamed for laying too great 
weight on the Ceremonies of this ( hurch. Bu cer- 

nly, never any Church laid leſs weight upon its 

own Orders, ſuppoſing that it believes them to be 
juſt and reaſonable. Ir places no holmeſf, no merit, no 
efficacy in them, as tothe obtaining the Grace and 
Fayour of God : It expects hole only for 
Order and Peace-ſake ; It hath taken great care by 
Prefaces and Canons and Rubricks, to t any 
mifincerpretation of its intention ind deſign. 

Bur on the other fide, thoſe who diſſent from 


- us, lay fo great weight: ors their ſcruples , that 


they will rather hazard breaking a Church in pie- 
ces, ruining, our Religion by our differences, lo- 
ling all the benefit of Communion with aChurch, 
whoſe Dodtrine they approve in all the Duries of 
religious Worſhip ; than they will yield to the al- 
lowance of thoſe circumſtances of our Commu- 
nion which our Church requires. And now on 
which ſide che charge of Superſtition more juſtly 
lyes, let all that are imparrial judge. 

So much I thought neceſſary on this Occaſion to 
ſpeak, in vindication of our Church from this com- 


mn impuration of Supefltim,. by thoſe who (0 
F z Nothing 
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of all to our ſelves. uy mprngy « 
the ſhew dom was like to do-in: the 4pdto 
Lin nj. all have a-care of being: deceived 
by it. . It was long ſince obleryed by. Menander, 
Th witlardy iggts 4 dude Gee at things. which were like Truth 
Eris 21 reyes tym MD: « yore mare eaſily believed by the genes 

rality of Mankind, than Truthit: ſelf. So 1 am atraid 
itis abour Religion, which is the Wiſdomhere ſpo« 
ken of, that which makes a great ſhew of itto the 
World, is more apt to-prevail among, perſons of 
weak and well diſpoſed Minds than true Wiſdom. 
For the nt ſtrikes more upon the fancy 
ind wellqghed Religtes; which, Gomes! dull 
and. well-weighed- Religion ; whi | 
and flat to thoſe-who have more warmth and 
zeal than judgment and diſcretion. And I do not 
at all. queſtion, but, many of the corruptions of 
the Chriſtian Church came in, from an appreben- 
ded neceſſity of complying, with the heat of ſome 
over-zealous. people ; who were not contented 
with the plain and excellent Religion of Jeſus 
Chrift ; but they muſt, 'as they rhought,! heigh- 
ten and improve it, tll chey had mited-with it 
the freaks of 'Enthuſiaſm, or thie dotages of Super- 


... In the Church of Rane cherc ivinanany;things a 
ſhew of Wiſdom, in Will-yworſbip 414 Ei, adn 
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theycall Will-worfhip and Syperft iclou. 
ro e1 —_ hah: Forage be- 
mg led a y ſuch-.a; few:of Wiſdomgron 

fade ? halt only ly den ome econ 
fo condiude:- + 7: 2 21s briicn !: 

(1.) Fix a true Notion of God AHF 4 
Rian Religion.in your-minds. kgs arighe 
-y of the Divine Nature; 

marry'unea(ie thoughts, troubleſome =z and ſu- 
perſticious fancies. . He' is not; capable of being 
farrered or deceived/by us; Gad:is neither taken 
with ourward appearances, nor is hic | wich 
any thing wedo, merely bethuſeit' ib dilpleating 
ro our ſelves, The righteous: God.loveth righteouſneſs ; 
and he is pleaſed beſt with the-innacency,cintegri- 
46 and holineſs, of .ouy hearts and: levesy :;Andfor 
Chriſtian! Religian) rake notymrdNtiontof 
1 from ther different 2nd uncertain opinions-of 
Men, .uc-from. che Doctrines of. Chaifk, and-his 
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Mic. 6,8, 


Sb thaw boreo jolbde har cheptabe ws be 
Religion : from/-thern. © Qne'. would; : think ic 
were arpoſible ſor. ar 


or any particular 
[Modes or: Ceremonies of ' Worſhip; whereby be 


jor: any' one that colifidered :the 
fayings of Chriſt orhis\Apoſtles, co place his Re- 
ion in being for or agai 


wizy (0 ealily ſee thatic lies chiefly in an excellenc 
retnper of! mind, holy; {picirual, humble, calm, 
peaceable, charitable, and a {uirableneſs of ation 
rothis cemper., 'Thisw fo plainand eafie ro be un- 
Wetſtood;rhac he mult zead che New Teſtament 
with a very ill mind, that doth not find it our. 
And if you have ſettled this Notion of true Reli- 
gipn; it.-will be'a continual Touchſtone about 
youto judge of: all Pretenders. - + | 
(2:) Ser not-an equal value on things that are 
good in order to other things, that you do upon 
things thatare good in themlelves. © For the one 
are: bat:che inftruments of Religian, the ocher 
are ' properly" the Duties of it. A hath 
thee, O' man, what us good,. viz. to da juſtly, and to 
-loye- mercy, and to walk humbly with thy God. And 
"this 1 was v when very. coltly Sacrifices were 
db obit ; no lefsthan'thouſands; and 


centhoulgnds'; yea the/firft-born, andthe fruit of 


their Bodies... And therefore Godfers a high value 
on theſeDagies, and fo ought we. Nor onerhdt 


hath doy Gnke of Religion can deipil the nmwe- 
Ee 
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* diate Duties of Divine Worſhip ; it being a-good 
- Saying of /Pythagoras, mention'd'by Cicero and Plus | 
tarcb, that we arenever better than when we ap» Platerch de 

to! God ;. or, as Cicero exprefles it, when _ 
we do rebus Divinis operam dart, are employed in gi.1. 2.c. g. 
the Duties of Divine Worſhip : But. yet te do i 
goed js beret chan Sacrifice, and toforgive an in- 1 
jury than the far of Rams. It is a wile Obſerva- Ports Me 
tion of Maimonides, Thar the incention of the Law /*- ?*" 
of God is ro keep men within the juft Baunds ob - 
Vertue; but when men found a ſtronger inclina- 

tion to one extreme than to another, they made 

uſe of remedies proper to reduce themſelyes from 

that extreme, by great ſeverities towards them- 

ſelves, by Watchings, and extraordinary Faſtings, 

and other hardſhips : Burt when Fools ſaw Wiſe 


-men do theſe things, they imagined preſently that 
rey fany 
ſhould 


there was an Excellency in the things 

and that if they did the ſame things, they 

pak for very good men, and be highly inthe fa- 
vour of God. Which, faith he, is juſt like an 
ignorant Fellow, who obſerving the Phyſicians 
bing Phylick- to his Patients, agd forbids 
ing to and fnding them to recover . 
upon it, ld preſently conclude, that (urely it 
is the beſt way to live upon Scammony and Alaes,. 
and ſuch hke, and to keep himſclt wichtheGme 
ſtrictneſs that was preſcribed to. the Sick ; which 


bring <0 one: \fo,9f DOSS ; D- ayhis R__ 
ws $5nta\ RY en Cade wakes itn -a "ſtate pert | ED 
they ſpoil a good Tonſtiturion of cheir ſouls, and | 
make it nas and troubleſome. "A 029 
(3-) Judge ofmens/pretences, not by theirows: 
ward” ſhew 'and «ppear er”? but by eh" Sþipic and 
\. » * Temper thatgoes along withthem. ' This wasthe 
courſe the: Apoſtle here took ; he regarded not 
their ſhew:of' Wiſdom and great appraraice of Humi- 
lity and Mortification ; burthe purſued theſe thitigs 
to their Fountain-Head, and there: he” found 164 
Ver. 18. _ but ſpiritual * , and vanity "of maid. -<We 
not judge calily nor raſhly coricerning this4 |, 
but: where: the evidence is. notorious, 'We: have | 
great realon to ſleight and contemn the' moſt ſan- 
@imoniousappearance; i. e.- if there be-great un- 
charirablenels and ceniforiouſneſsrowards all who 
do not comply with 'them'; grear: ſcorn and'con- 
tempt of all other: buy < but* -thelr own ; great mi: 
lice and ſpight again(tall who go about to oppoſe 
them; where cheſe are, whether'in the Church of 
Rome, of elſewhere, whatever'the ſhew of wiſdom be, 
Jar 3. 15. this wiſdom deſeenideth not from above, but-is earthly, ſen- 
Ver. 17. fual,” deviliſh. "But the Wiſdom that is from above, 'is 
* fr ſt then praceable gentle,- and eaſe to be entreat- 
BE: eb: full of merey.and gfe, vubeld fri 
cntweaebpenþ be? DYS. 
5D FINIS. 


